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CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 





Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.—-Dan. xii. 4. 
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For the Christian Repository. 
No. IV. 


TO THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS, 


On Baptism. 


In the 7th No. of the Repository, a friend of 
yours, under the signature of * Amicus” has 
undertaken to defend your cause. With the 
amiable and excellent spirit of his remarks 1 


— 


confess myself well pleased, and from his in-‘| 


troductory address, anticipate candor and chari- 
ty in all future communications. The topies 
he has touched, I will soon diseuss ; ‘but, at 





expected. And if we have 












present, I eannot be diverted from what I dee; 

infinitely more important subjects. one 
say I have the same objection, as to the socie! 
of which he is a member—he makes too muc 
of little things, —is employed, like the Phari- 
sees of old, * tithing mint, anise and cummin,” 
to the negleet of the “« weightier matters of the 
law.” hether the ministry be supported by 


deem | tism of theispirit, we. 
Teo his es- su e: 
‘| ham receive circumeisio 





previous or subsequent, by e or implicit 
eontract, whether men Im on selves 





in their owa churches, or oceasionally visit 
othersanctuaries to hear the other side,ofshe. 
question, whether they say yea of yes, thee or 
you, were a black coat or a drab one, a large 
hat or a small one, and. worship with the 
head covered or naked, are surely matters of 
small moment, questions fit for none but chil- 
dren! But whether the word of God or the 
vagaries of a deceitful heart should be our rule 
of faith—whether we have a right to reject the 
seals of God’s covenant and the badges of 
christianity ; and whether we are to be jastifi- 


his name, and epenl h Christ. 
As to se eatelboniee Bh pov. inconsistent wit 





ed by our own or by another’s righteousness, are | 
questions of high moment, and of eternal con- | 
sequence— questions which I am willing to dis- | 
cuss. Until therefore your friend assail some | 
important doctrine, start some important error, 
much as I respeet his talents and his heart, he 
will exeuse me, if 1 pursue my originally con- 
templated course. 
I proeeed to examine your doctrine on the | 
Sacraments or sealing Ordinances ; and first of , 
Baptism. 
ou teach that “ water baptism is not anor- | 
dinance of Christ--that the only baptism re- 
quired in the New Testament is the bartism of 
the Spirit? ‘That this is your doctrine, is too 
palpable from the universal practice of your | 
society, and from all that Barclay, Clarkson, | 
and Kersey have written on the subject, to need | 
any formal proof. What expressions are more | 
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ent, uncommand- 
forms of speech, 
t er wrong, according 
to our notions. Rom. xiv. “But what God by 
express precept has made right, can never be 
made wrong ; and what. as made wrong, 
no notions of ours can’ right. If God has 
not commanded water bap » the use of it is 
left at our diseretion ; but if he has made it a 
matter of positive. injunction, it is no longer a 
mentite of indifference, we beglect it at our 

erie: . a i ae = . * 
r As to having the thingy 
sign, it may be, but, in 


vided that act be of an iz 
ed kind. Modes of di 
kinds of food may be 


$ . 

tified without the 
mal, it is not to be 

ybtaimed the bap- 
st, nevertheless, to 
ism of water. Did not Abra- 
te seal of the faith 
which he had before cireumeision ? Rom. iv. 41. 
Were not the Sie eunuch, the Roman 
centurion, the Apostle Pa@land many others 
baptized with water after they possessed an in- 
terest in Christ ? Acts viii. ix, x. It is not 
enough, therefore, to haveithe thing signified. 
It is not enough to be in Christ, we ought also 
to wear his badge, make a public profession of 


‘it to the 


the present dispensation,’’—-this is begging 
the question without an offer af an argument. 
Are you wiser than God P—If he think them 
consistent, are you prepared to eontradiet? If 
he, to assist our faith, and move our feelings, 
is pleased to address us through our senses, 
«¢ will you disannul his judgment, and condemn 
him, that ye may be righteous ?”’ Job. xl. 8. 

We are now prepared for the question, “ Is 
water baptism an ordinance of God, at present 
binding on the chureh ?” Let it be understood, 
we are not now inquiring about the mode of 
baptism, whether it should be administered by 
sprinkling, pouring or immersion ;—or about 
the subjects of baptism, whether adults only, 
or their children also: But is water =: sr in 
any shape, obligatory on the church? We affirm, 
and you deny.—Consider, 

1. The express command of Jesus Christ, 
Mat. xxvii 19, 20. Go ye, therefore, teach 
all nations, baptising them in the name &c.— 
teaching them to observe all things &e.—and 
lo, am with you always, even to the end of 
the world.” And Mark xvi. 16. “ Whoso- 
ever believeth and is baptised shall be saved.” 
—quoted soon after by the Apostle Peter, Acts 
ii. 38. “ Repent and be baptized every one of 
of you --Now, when we recollect the ordinary 


common in your discourse with us, than, “itis , meaning of the word baptism, and especially 


right for you if you think it right, but then it | 


the sense in which our Lord kuew the Apostles 


is an uncommanded useless ceremony ;—if we | understood it, one would think these texts alone 


have the thing signified, itis of little conse- , 
= EE: : * nano? 
quence whether we have the sign;”—*all such | 


ceremonies are ineonsistent with the spiritaality 
of the ate ai dispensation ;”——** water bap- 
tism will never save without spiritual baptism” 
&c. &e. with much more, some of which is true, 
some false, and some nothing to the point. 

That baptism considered in itself will save 
its subjects, we do not pretend ; but as an act 
of obedience to God, it is an appointed means of 
grace and salvation. ‘That an act may be right 


would end thecontroversy. Some other spirit 
than the spirit of God, some other light than 
the light of scripture and reason must be ealled 
in to interpret these as not enjoining water 
baptism. Efforts however have been made to 
set the whoie aside. 

First, it has been said, “ by baptising nothing 
more is meant than teaching.” But itis a suf- 
ficient answer to this construction,that the word 
baptize is never used in this sense in the whole 
of scripture ;--and that teaching is also com- 





for usand wrong for yon, is readily granted, pro- 


nr ses mh 


manded in the next verse. ‘Teaching must ac- 
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company baptism ; but baptism is not teaching. 
Again ; it is said baptism means conferring 
the Holy Spirit. It is granted the word is 
sometimes used in this sense, beeause purifying 
the soul by the Holy Spirit was the thing si 
nified or repretialed by the rite of baptism. But 
this is not its usual sign 
fieation here. Because it was an apostolic or 
human aet which ts here commanded. But to 
baptize with the Holy Ghost was no more in the 
ower of the Apostles than to create a world. 
hike Jehn the Baptist they could only ‘baptize 
with water.’ Besides, as this commission was 
to last “* always even to the end of the world,” 
it follows, some are commanded to baptize now. 
But what minister, either of your denomination 
or any other can baptize with the Holy Ghost! 
“Paul may plant, &c.”” The truth is the appli- 
eation of water,is the ordinary, conferring the 
Holy Spirit the extraordinary meaning of the 
term. And thus it was understood by all the 
Apostles and writers of the New Testament, as 
will be evident if we consider, 
2d. The Afostics actually applied water fo 
their converts. We have seen their Commission, 
let us now leok at their Practice. 1. Phitf, 
Acts viii. 36,38, &c. Philip and the eunuch 
“ came to a certain water, and he said, see here 
is water, what doth hinder me to be dapftized 2? 
and they went down both into the water, and Ke 
baptized him.” Was not this water baftiem ? 2. 


ifieation, nor its signi- 


- 


Peter, Acts x. 44—48. “ While. Peter yet. 


spake, the Holy GaAoet fell on all _those that 
heard the word: then Peter said, Can any for- 
bid water ? and he commanded them to be d2fi- 
tized in the name of the Lord.” Surely Peter 
thought the baptism of the Holy Ghost was not 
to set aside the baptism of water. 3. And so 
did Paul, 1 Cor.i. 14. “ I thank God that I 
baptized none of you but Crispus and Gaius; and 
the household of Stephanas,” (since they made 
it an occasion of party Spirit.) What! thank 
God that he had communicated the Holy Ghost 
to only a few !—Never ; he must-have referred 
to water baptism. When he afterwards says 
(v.17.) “ Christ sent me not to baptize but 
preach the Gospel,” he evidently means no- 
thing more than that freaching is more impor- 
tant than daftiem, or that preaching was jhis 
chief business. 
baftism as something different from conferring 
the Holy Ghost, is evident from the whole 
book of Acts, v. Acts viii. 16. xix. 5, 6. 

And here, for the present, I pause in my ar- 
gument, and wait for your objections.. In the 
mean time, let me beseech you, my dear friends 
weigh well this fact,—that the Commission of 
our Lord, if not express, was calculated to lead 
to water baptism,-—that all the apostles and pri- 
mitive christians, so far as we can learn their 
practice, observed an ordinance which you re- 
ject;——that the whole christian world for 1600 
years, (till “ 170 years ago,”) and nine tenths 
of professing christians now, are against you on 
this subject;—-and then answer if there is not 
reason to doubt the correctness of your doctrine; 
and will it notbea wiser safer plan to conform 
to an ordinance so easy and useful, lest perad: 
venture, you be found fighting against God. 

PAUL: 
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That Luke also understood ~ 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
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New York, May 11, 


The fifth anniversary of the American Bible 
Society was yesterday celebrated in this city. 
Agreeably to public notice, the Board of Mana- 
gers and Officers of the Society, many of whom 
were from different and distant parts of the 
country, and a large number of Delegates from 
Auxiliary Societies, specially 5. for the 

rpose of attending the annual meetiag of the 

arent Institution, met at the managers’ room 
in the New-York Institution, at 9 o’elock in the 
morning. Upon the Board being called to or- 
der by the Hon. Matthew Clarkson, senior 
Vice ident, the meeting of the Board was 
opened by the reading of the 72d Psalm, by the 
Rey. President Day, of Yale College, Conn. 

After passing through the ordinary business 
of the meeting, at 10 o’clock the Board of Man- 
agers, with the Officers of the Society, and the 
Delegates from theAuxiliaries,proceeded to the 
City Hotel in Broadway, where the necessar 
preparations had been made for holdiag the 
meeting. At half past 10 o’clock, the Han. 

. Elias Boudinot, President of the Society, sup- 
ported by Gen. Clarkson and Col Varick, two 
of the yice presidents, took the chair, when the 
meeting was opened by the reading of the first 
ehapter of Revelations, by the Reverend Dr. 
M:Dowell of Elizabethtown, N. J. 

- Letters from several of the Vice-Presidents, 
apologizing for their necessary absenee from 
the meeting were then read;—after which, 
the business of the meeting commenced by the 

President’s Address, which was read by the 

Rev. Dr. Milnor, the Secretary for Forei 
Correspondenee. The Treasurer’s Report for 
the past year, was then read by W. W. Wool- 
sey, esq. ['reasurer, by which it appeared that 
the receipts of the year ending the 1st of May, 


4821, were $49,571.34, and the expenditures | P 


were $47,759.60..-T he Annual Report of the 
‘Board of Managers was then read by the Rey. 
Selah Strong Woodhull, by whom we under- 
» stand it was prepared. Itis an able and inter- 
esting document, and reflects great credit on 
the talents of that very active officer of the 
Society. In addition to the general and im- 
rtant collection of intelligence a 
the operations of the Society and other kindre 
institutions im other parts of the world, the 
following facts are stated in it.—The Society 
have issued during the past year 29,000 Bibles, 
and 30,000 New Testameuts—and they have 
received from the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, for distribution in Louisiana, 800 
French Testaments, making in the whole 
69,800, which added tothe number mentioned 
in the last Report, make a total of 231,552 
Bibles and Testaments, or parts of the latter, 
printed from the Se Bp plates of the Soci- 
ety in New York, and at Lexington, Kentucky, 
or otherwise obtained for circulation, since the 
commencement of its operatiens. 
From the 30th of April to the 4st May of the 
past year, there have been issued from the De- 
7 itary 26,772 Bibles, 16,424 New Testaments 
Tadian Epistles and Gospels 60—making in the 
whole, 48,246.—In the four preceeding years, 
there were issued 96,314 Bibles and 2 ov 
ments, and Indian Gospels and Epistles 738— 
making a total of 140,348 Bibles and ‘Lesta- 
ments, and parts of the latter, issued by the 
American Bible Society since its organization. 
Among the Bibles issued during the past 
ear, there were 156 German, 22 Dutch, 582 
reneh, 10 Gaelic, and 4 Welch; and among 
the Testaments before mentioned, there were 
1808 in the Spanish language. : 
During the 6th year of the Soeiety, there 
have been issued gratuitously, 45,242 Bibles & 


| Dr. Morse, of New-Havéen, © Roe 
Y}* 23, Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting 
r 


34 


Testaments, and pre of the latter, valued at 
$9,447, 8% In the course of the year, there 
have been added 32. new Auxiliary Societies, 
making in the whole 238. 

After the reading of the Report was finish- 


j ed, the following resolutions were unanimously 


passed, viz. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Staughton, of the 
Baptist Church, Philadelphia, seeonded b 
John Griscom, of the Society of Friends, N. Y. 

4. Resolved, ‘That the annual Report now 
read, be received and adopted, and that it be 

rinted, under the direetion of the Board of 
Managers. 

On motion of the.Rev. Mr. Truair, of the 
Presbyterian church, Cherry Valley, New- 
York, seconded by the Rev. Mr. Bangs, of the 
Methodist church, New York. °°)” 

2. Resolved, ‘That the thatiks of this meet- 
ing be given to the Board of Managers for their 
persevering attention ‘fo the business of the 
Society. ao Te Wo ar ree 

On motion of the Hon. See rage of 
the city of New-York, se¢ended by the Rev. 
Sonn. 





be given to the Secretaries and ‘l'reasurer, 
their unremitted services daring the past year. 
@n motion of the Rev. Mr. Mathews of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, in New York, second- 
ed by the Rey. Mr. Somerfield of London — 
Resolved, ‘That the thanks of the Soejety be 
given to the President for_his continued and 
watehful attention to its important interests : 
and that the Society sincerely regret that his 
indisposition has prevented them from enjoy- 
ing the benefit of his talents and services m 
conducting the whole proceedings of the pre- 
sent anniversary. oS 
Each of the gentlemen by whom the resolu- 
tions were méved arid seconded, addressed the 





meeting on the oeeasion with great force 
effect. We shall not, however indulge in any 


ferent addresses, as the Society have requested 
copies of them for publicatiun. After the ex- 
ercises of the meeting were closed, the Society 
attended to their ordinary business.—V. V. dv. 
rs a ZL) a ——— 
Extract of a letter, dated Hudson, May 22, 1821, 
toa person im this place. 
[The writer of this letter, was about a year since a law- 
aay good practice, in the state of Connecticut, and 
the Apostle Paul, engaged in persecuting the 
followers of Jesus Christ. But it pleased the Lord 
to convince him of his lost estate ; soon after which, 
he obtained pardon and peace, and is now preaching 
that gospel which he’ once destroyed. His labors 
have been abundantly blessed.] 

I am still my dear friend, engaged in revi- 
vals—lI have already wearied your patience in 
my other scrawls, by giving you a detail of my 
life; yet I cannot but hope, they are in some 
measure interesting to one who rejoices in the 
prosperity of Zion Since I wrote, I have been 
engaged at Coxsackie,here, and Columbiavilte, 
about 5 miles from this place. I forget whether 
my last (See Repository, page 2.) was since 
the communion at Coxsackie or not: It was 
indeed an os time, no less than 141 
came forward and publicly professed their love 
of Christ. The Rev. Dr. M‘Aulay, from Sche- 
nectady, assisted Mr. Livingston on that ocea- 
sion, and delivered a most exellent sermon 
from “ It is finished,”—The day was pleasant 
and the house crowded ; what added much to 
my enjoyment was, that 1 had the pleasure of 
communing with several of the young converts 
fromKinderhook,who were my first children in 
the gospel. These added to the 85 who united 
themselves some eight weeks before, make 196! 
truly an astonishing addition. But what con- 
tributes more to the greatness of this revival is, 
that it still progresses. More than 120 still 
occupy the anxious seats; among them, about 





articular remarks.on the character of the dif- |- 


30 coloured people. At the dJast communion, 
nine coloured members were added, seven of 
whom gave the most satisfactory evidences of 
their adoption. Truly Ethiopia is stretching 
out her hands unto God. I could mention many 
interesting cases: Miss H. a young lady of 
mind and reading, had formed a very exalted 
opinion of her own goodness, and although she 
was opposed to every doctrine of grace; thought 
she was good enough; she was brought under 
conviction, and continued so for several weeks: 
never did you see such enmity displayed; she 
did not hesitate to aecase God openly, of rank 
injustice, and acknowledged frankly, that she 
hated Him for his holiness ; the commandment 
came. sin revived and she died, and now re- 
joices in the hope of the gospel, humbled at the 
foot of the cross. 

At an anxious meeting@a ne since, 
after I had concluded my prayer in which I re- 
ferred to the danger of falling away, (Heb. vi.) 
a man came from the opposite end of the church 
wringing his hands in agony, and erying aloud, 
God have merey upon my soul! The house was 
crowded, he came up to the desk in this situa- 
tion, erying, Ministers pray for me—I have sin- 
ned away my day of grace ; is there any mercy 
for me ? Then turning to the congregation, he 
warned them in the most melting terms, to for- 
sake sin, at any cost whatever. Oh-! cried he, 
to be banished from Jesus is hell eB with- 
out fire. I need not tell you, that this scene 
which lasted about 15 minutes, was awfully 
solemn, and produced a wonderful effect: he 
then became more calm, but continued praying 
and agonizing, sometimes in a low, and some- 
times in an audible voice, for two hours and 
more. He had net yet found peace last Thurs- 
day. oe H. G. L. 


‘ ne > Wie — 

Extract of a letter from a clergyman in Phila- 
_ delphia, to his friendin Wilmington, dated 
May 8th, 1821. . 

There certainly is no higher 
purpose to which our mental activity can be 
applied, than that of training immortal spirits 
for the glory of God, and the enjoyment of a 
state of everlasting blessedness. Shall we meet 
in Heaven those very persons whose habits of 
sacred devotion have been formed by our in- 
strumental agency '!—Pleasing thought ;—it is 
no fiction ;—it is a reality which we have a 
right to contemplate with interest and gratitude. 
I know something of the sweetness of endea- 
vouring to lead young wanderers to Jesus, I 
have a little junior Bible Class at my house, of 
about 30, who have voluntarily associated to 

solicit my aid in teaching them the best things. 

Your heart will glow when i say I rejoice to 

see them weep whilst I talk to them of the 

love of Christ to poor perishing sinners. They 

are young; yetI believe one or two, if not’ 





But I think it prudent merely to encourage them 
to attend to christian duties, and the acquisition 
of evangelical knowledge. One of them at 
least, alittle girl about 12 years of age,’ will, 
I think, be received to church membership at 
our next communion. Her mind was first se- 
riously es ey ge a few months ago, ona very 
stormy Sabbath,when but 5v communicants and 
as many others, prisnipetiz youth, were in 
church, and Dr. Ely particularly spoke to the 
young. Whilst on this subject,you may expect to 
be ink 
pose you have heard that God is remembering 
us in the plenitude of his grace. Itis a sub- 
ject on which L would write with caution. 
Vhat a good work is commenced in the congre- 
gation is certain. ‘l'o wiiat extent it has pro- 
amg we have to learn. About 80 persons 
ave been conversed with, who are under some 
religious exercises of mind. We hold a con- 





ference meeting on Fr Jay evenings; at the 


more, have experienced a change of heart; 


ormed concerning our church, for 1 sup- | 
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lirst meeting, but oue who was not a communi- 
cant attended. The number of inquirers have 
continued to increase. At our last meeting 
there were between 30 aud 40. Some have 
been very deeply and solemuly exercised. Se- 
veral have, we hope, experienced the joy of 
pardoned sin. Others are still anxious about 
their salvation. Every case of hopeful convic- 
tion has been marked by characteristic serious- 
ness, and humility. Our females have, for some 
months past, held a Saturday evening prayer 
meeting. I do not know what is the exact num- 
ber of its members ; but there are generally 
present, (including some who are gay, and pro- 
fess no peculiar concern about their state, bat 
who nevertheless feel constrained to ecome,) 
from 50 to 70 persons. These meetings are 
very, very solemn. Many of our young pro- 
fessors, and some who have not yet became 
church members, who a few weeks since would 
not have thought of lisping a sentence in social 
prayer, now give proof of the eloquence of 
penitent supplicants’ petitions. 

This good work was discovered to have be- 
gun about 6 months ago. At a Friday evening 
prayer meeting, a more than common serious- 
pa was manifest. Pejod elders whv conducted 
the meeting appeared more fervently engaged 
in prayer than formerly. The eras of a re- 
vival had 7 long time been expressed in our 
conversations, and was the subject of our sup- 
plications, 
ber, in an address, yee the importanee and 
ig aps of the leemer’s admonition, 
“ Be watchful and strengthen the things that 
remain, which are ready to die.”’ It was evi- 
dent that the spirit of God was moving: upop 
the hearts of those present, and we anticipated 
the cheering light to burst upon an incipient 
moral ereation. We were not disappointed. 
Our succeeding meeting was characterised b 
similar indications of God’s re “powe 


and grace. Simultaneously with this excites | 


ment, our Pastor, with repéwed zeal and sacred 
fervor, came forth in his Vocational ministra- 
tions. From this time he attended our weekly 
prayer meeting, which so increased in numbers, 
as rendered it expedient to remove to the 
church.. We have now two meetings in the 
week in the church, besides the Sabbath ser- 
vices; a female prayer meeting ; a young men’s 
._prayer meeting ; a conference meeting ; a sab- 
bath morning prayer meating, and a sabbath 
evening (circulating) prayer meeting, all well 
attended. Dr. Kly is peculiarly animated and 
evangelical in all his public duties, and much 
engaged in personal conversations with souls 
committed to his pastoral eare. His heart is 
deeply interested in this spiritual harvest, and 
his bosom is filled with luxuriant sheaves.—A 
little flame is most assuredly kindled in our 
sanctuary. May it extend, until the members 


. of every congregation in our eity shall expe 


rience the fire of heavenly love in the heart. 
Already there are some indications that at least 
two” in Dr. Neil’s church have agreed to ask 
this blessing of God in the name of Jesus. Our 
Episcopal brethren are reviving. The sweet 
influence, which as the dews of Heaven, has 
for some time continued to descend on the little 
hill of Zion under the culture of Mr. Roche, 
has also, in some measure, been granted to Mr. 
Boyd’s church in the Northern Liberties ; and 
we cherish the hope that the blessing will be 
still more extensively diffused. Doubtless for 
this purpose many prayers daily ascend to 
the throne of Grace. 

As I know you are pleased te hear of even 
the signs of God’s appearance in his courts ; 
I must inform you that on last Wednesday, I 
was at Newtown, about 24 miles from the city, 
at an associate clerical prayer meeting in Mr. 
Boyd’s church, Several clergymen united 
with Mr. Boyd in the services. Dr. Ely 


On this evening one of our num-' 
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preached, and each addressed the congregation } they must be best understood in a state of retire. 
and prayed. Notice was given, that if any | ment and private prayer. If the Holy Spirit, 
present were desirous of enquiring respecting | under whose influence they were writter, 1s the 
the welfare of their souls, we would meet them | primary source of instruction, its language will 
at the close of the public services. According- | be most intelligible when the mind is undisturb- 
ly many of the congregation remained, and we | ed by the clamourjof debate. With these views 
conversed individually with a number who ap-|I shall endeavour to keep the ground of calm 
peared much affeeted by a sense of their con- | discussion, and to give a reason of the hope, and 
dition, and several who with tears confessed | faith, and practice; of the people withwhom I 
themselves sinners, and expressed a desire of | stand connected, in a manner consistent with 
pardon and purification. It was an interesting | the dignity and solemnity of a religious subject. 
season, and such a one as perhaps was never| Having premised these observations, I shall 
before known in the village. In the evening| proceed to “Paut’s” next remark, “ That 
we helda similar meeting in the court-house,| Friends are unwilling to join with others 


and were equally successful in discovering | their Bible and carta ieties.” 
many whom we have reason to hope feel that} In order to understand the real state of the 
case, it may be ne to mention a few facts. 


sin is their burden, and that “ the way of trans- ‘ 
gressors is hard.” © that this region, so dis- | In the first place, a considerable number of their 
tinguished by its natural fertility & abundance | members, both in England and Ameriea, have 
and variety of the productions of its soil, may } joined the Bible Associations, and rank amongst 
beeome still more eminent for spiritual fruits, | their active and liberal contributors ; of this, 

were it necessary, [ could addace ample proofs. 


aud the inerease of experimental religion and : 
practical holiness. | In the next place, our Yearly Meeting have a 
The cloud of blessings which has for some | book department, and officers appointed to dis- 


time been passing over our northern and east- | tribute Bibles and other religious publications, 
ern ehurches seems’ to be moving towards the | as suitable oceasions are presented : this is not 
south. Already a few merey drops have re-| a new establishment, it is of very long standing. 
freshed our thirsty fields; and in all the places | It makes no noise in the world, was never pu 
where I have lately preached, especially in our | lished in the Newspapers. It is like a gentle 
vacant churches, unusual attention and serious- | stream fed from an anfailing bs ten spreading 
ness was apparent ; and tly I have ob- | verdure and fertility throagh all its meanders—_ 
served the feelings of the labouring soul ex-/ silent in its course, and scareely known but 
pressed by tears and sizhs which could not be | where its benefits are felt. 

suppressed. Should not these tokens of good| — It can scarcely have escaped neral obseva- 
urge us to increased diligence and ardor. tion,that the Soeiety of Friends have a very 
Should not we, who have long professed te love | quiet way of doing their business, it is in fact 
the dear Redeemer, enquire “ Lord what wilt | the trae ground of « Pavi’s” complaint against 
thou have me to do.” His service is traly plea- | them in the present instance. In their works of 
sant; my soul delightsin it. O for more grace, | charity, they seem studiously to avoid every 


that I ma et more sincerely, ardently, and} thing that might attract publie attention. Many 
successful y the d as an a eh iS ice- of their members are fed, and clothed, and edu- 


the in of his kingdom in the earth, | cated, from the funds of the society, whilst their 
May oth, We have this duy had a meeting x . 





fellow members generally do net know them to 
of our Session for the examination of appli- | be subjects of pablic bounty: thus the end of 
charity is answered in a two fold way ; poverty 
is relieved, without being exposed. 

I have sometimes when viewings them as with 
the eye of an indifferent observer, been struck 
with an idea that they laid particular stress 
upon that injureton of our Lord, “ When thou 
doest thine alms, let mot thy left hand know 
| wimtthy right hand doeth, that thine alms may 


cants, and have with pleasure admitted 235 to 
church membership. Among the number are 
two of my little Seripture elass, one 12 and one 
14 years of ase, both of which give satisfac- 
tory evidence of a change of heart. Since 
which 23 more have been admitted. - 


ea 
For the Christian Repository. 


Having in my former communication endear 
voured to illustrate some of the views of the 
Society of Friends, and to state some facts 
which I deemed important to a right under- 
standing of their character as a religious body, 
I shall proceed to notice some of the other re- 
marks of “ Pau,” contained in his first essay. 
The subject of his second address, I must leave 
for future consideration. From some cause, I 
apprehend their character and views are mis- 
understood, what that eause is, I must leave, 
although I cannot believe it proceeds from 
“ habitual reserve.” It is true, they are not 
fond of controversy, but I have never observed 
that they were averse to explanation. 

The period in which religious controversy 
was a favourite theme, with the generality of 
christian professors, [ believe, has long passed 
by. It has been succeeded by a day, either of 
indifference to the subjects of 1t, or of calm in- 
vestigation into the all-important conceras of 
salvation. With men of soand reflection the 
at and patient search after truth must be 

ecidedly preferable to the hurried pursuit of 
it through the stormy and turbid region of con- 
troversy; these do not willingly quit the sere- 
nity of the former, for the unsettled and tem- 
pestuous seenes of the latter: nor would f de- 
sire they should. If the sacred scriptures are | 
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the only adequate rule of° faith and practice, 


5 


-| be in secret, and thy Father who seeth in secret 


himself shall reward thee openly.” Matt. vi. 3. 
Be that as if may, the noiseless tener of their 
progress, has often been the subject of remark ; 
but ean hardly suppose that indifferent j 

will consider them: much behind their fellow 
ehristians in “ love and good works.” 


When I have 
igious persuasions in 
Rapeditions 
Charity Schools, ‘Fraet Societies and other be- 
nevolent institutions, the innumerable pam- 


hlets and newspapers they publish, nore 
with accounts of their good Aver with lists 
their coutributor’s names, with the amount of 
their donations, as well as with the eurprisix 
effects of their labours, it has seemed to me that 
they must have ten the command of our 
Lord, where he says, “ When thou doest thi 
alms do not sound a trumpet before thee, as 
hypocrites do in their synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may have glory of men.” 
Matt. vi. 2. If they de not forget it, they must 
suppose the end justifies the means, and war- 
rants them to pursue a different course from 
that pointed out by the highest authority. The 
mau that went up into the temple to pray, boast- 
ed of his good works before those who were 
assembled with him under the same roof, and 
stood reproved; the walls of a single house, 
form two narrow a boundary for modern chris- 
tians to tell of theirs in, and by a thousand he- 
































ralds they proclaim them to the wide world. 
The inconsistency of this practice, I think, must 
arrest the attention of every reflecting mind, 
and is, I have no doubt, one cause why some do 
not join them in their labours. 

On the subject of Missions, the Society of 
Friends have never been indifferent ; for though 
they have not joined in the attempt, to convert 
the natives of Birmah or Hindoston, though 
they have sent no Missionary to Java, China, 

r Japan, yet they have not been idle at home. 

They are not opposed to missions. Under cir- 
cumstances which are deemed warrantable or 
auspicious, they are friendly tothem. And I 
think that “ Pau’s” benevolent mind ought 
not to be pained because they do not join with 
others in the work. So that they do their share 
of the business, the Christian Philanthropist 
will be satisfied. Friends have on this conti- 
nent, at the present moment, at least four set- 
tlements among the Indian natives, which have 
been maintained at a vast expense. * Pau,” 
I suppose, did not know of this: indeed how 
could he know it? They have had no missiona- 
ry Herald to tell the world what they have been 
doing in the case: they have not been askin 
charitable contributions through the towns aaa 
villages of the United States, for the support 
of their institutions, or Isuppose their labours 
in this concern would have been better known 
and duly appreciated. ‘Ihe Society has anna- 
ally, [may say, hundreds of Missionaries as the 
term is now used, who travel abroad in the ser- 
vice of the gospel, by which means the remotest 
settlements are visited and their brethren and 
others are ministered to as occasion requires. 
‘These having, received merey at their Lord’s 
hand, go forth under tiie sacred obligation of 
gratitude to Him; they minister freely in the 
ability received both in spiritual and temporal 
things; they invite people, not to come to them, 
but to come unto Christ, that divine fountain of 
living water, which God hath opened in the 
soul, and to drink of that heavenly stream with- 
out money and without price.” 

Having shown that the Society of Friends 
have not been unmindful of the objects of Bible 
and Missionary Societies, I intend in my next 
essay to give some of the reasons why they have 
not extended their Missionary labours beyond 

the Cape of Good Hope. wt 
AMICUS. 


a 
Erratta, in the first communication of Amicus. 
1st. Second column fortieth line from top, instead of 
‘it isnot from a dishelief,” read, it isnot from a “* belief.” 
2nd; In the third column, tweifth line from top, 
“ authority” should be‘ authenticity.” 
Sd. In same column, eighth line trom the signature, 
“ rulers”? should be * rules.” 


CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


Sarurpar, June 2, 1821. 
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Gj It is unpleasant at all times to insert Enratas. 
To prevent which we hope our Correspondents will be 
careful to make their communications as legible as 
possible, in future. . 
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Prom the Nannative of the State of religion, laid before 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church, we 
extract the fellowing -— 


_ THE Assembly have under their care, 62 Presbyte- 
vies, 50 of, which, have sent up annual reports of 1300 
churches within their bounds. With the subjects of 
those reports the churches are already familiar. 

We have much (say the Assembly) to lament, but more 
to present as subjects of congratulation and praise. The 
sources of lamentation in some of the presbyterial re- 
ports, are errors in doctrine and morals ; neglect of 
Jamily and social prayer s coldness in professing chris- 
tians, and want of /adorers in the gospel vineyard. 

While on these accounts the Assembly have cause 
for lamentation, they call on the churches to unite with 
them in sentiments of gratitude to God for his great 
and unmerited goodness. Never having had so much 





to tell of the wonderful works of God in the churches 
under their care. They regret that their limits prevents 
a detailed account of the Lord’s dealings to the churches 
under their care. 

Additions, to the number of 7186 souls, have been 
made to the 50 churches from which reports have been 
received. 

The Presbyteries most favored, are those of Roches- 
ter, Ontario, Cayuga, Onandaga, Oneida, Otsego, Troy, 
Altany, (from which, a printed report was received, 
stating an addition to it of nearly 1400!) Columbia, 
Hudson, (which has also been visited in a powerful 
manner, the effects of which is 1037 additions,) New 
York, Jersey, Newton, Philadelphia, Grand-river, Por- 
tage, Lexington and Lancaster partially. 

From the General Associations of Connecticut, Mas- 
sachusetts ani New-Hampshire, it appears that they 
have generally been refreshed, and in many districts 
the Spirit has been poured out in a surprising manner, 
especially in Connecticut. 

Added to the foregoing heart-cheering events, for 
which the Assembly offer unto one God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, their united and hearty thanks, they 
rejoice with the church in general, that the state of re- 
ligion in the different colleges within their bounds, is 
most encouraging, In Union College, Schenectady, 
there are about 4 hopefully pious youth; Princete 25; 
Dartmouth, New-Hampshire 70; Yale, New-Haven, 
about 90; Hamilton 48; and in Jefferson, Pennsylvania, 
and the University of North Carolina, there are several 
more. The hope that most of these will devote them- 
selves to the ministry, affords a most pleasing prospect 
to the churches. 

With this retrospect of the past, and these animating 
prospects of the future (say the Assembly,) we close 
our narrative, &c. 


mee CED eile 


APOLOGY. 
Mr. Porter. ; 


In my letters to the Friends my object 
is not to please the fancy, but convince the 
judgment, Of elegance of style 1 am not am- 

itious; but I wish to write sense, and speak 
with clearness and force. I regret, therefore, 








exceedingly the imperfect style and manner of 
my last communication. Through some unac- 
countable mistake, instead of the letter I had 
prepared, I sent you the rough preparatory 
notes! ‘The argumerts you have in substance, 
but not in the best form and shape. What I 
especially lament is, that the passages of scrip- 
ture were not written in full, as without a clear 
view of these the point of the arguments will 
not: be felt. 


In printing, the following ennata occurred. In the 
ion, for * Wo 11.” read “ No. II.” tor “ Internal 
Light,” read © Fnternat TAKht, continued ,”—In the body 
of theletter, for “* conscienciousness,” read ** conscious. 
ness,”’ for  councellor,” read * counsellor,” and for * ex- 
plain,” read * is plain.” 
rama CD armen 


INTERESTING FACTS. 


A member of the General Assembly, ob- 
serves, that from the conciseness of the narra- 
tive, many interesting facts are necessarily ex- 
eluded ; and among others, the following were 
stated :—In one place, (I believe, Boscawen, 
sahara poping? a revival commenced, and 
was promoted in the following way. The whole 
number of communicants assembled, and after 

rayer, exhortation and other exercises, calcu. 
ated to humble, reform and animate each other, 
{ee a committee to visit every unconvert- 
ed person in the congregation, and, in the name 
of the whole church, invite them tenderly and 
earnestly to consider their ways, and immedi- 
ately attend to the salvation of their souls. 
The plan was from the Lord, and resulted in 
the conviction and conversion of many. 

In the same congregation, in a particular 
neighbourhood, were a number of pious females, 
whose husbands were none of them professors. 
They formed a concert, united their hearts and 
prayers for the conversion of their beloved part-, 
ners. Let infidels and the enemies of revivals 
account for it as they will, all these husbands, 
without exception, have been brought under 
conviction, and are now either members of the 
church, or in a hopeful state of gtace ! 


Mach was said of the activity and usefulness 
of the lay-members of the church. During the 
revival in New-Haven, letters came from many 
of the neighbouring towns requesting sume dea- 
con, or other private member of the church, to 
eome and tell them the doings of the Lord in 
that favored place. Accordingly messengers 
and visitors went in every direction, and where- 
ever they went, seemed to have carried the spi- 
rit with them. By rising in prayer meetings 
and giving a simple narrative of what their eyes 
had seen and ears had heard, the spirit of revi- 
val awoke, the flame caught and spread until 
now, about 70 towns, in the single State of 
Connecticut, are said to be enjoying spiritual 
sunshine, and bearing home the sheaves of a 
glorious harvest: Who will not pray, “ Turn 
us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face te 
shine, and we shall be saved” ‘ Wilt thou 
not revive us again, that thy people may rejoice 
in thee ?? Psalms 80 and 86. 


nat 1S ee 

A Society for promoting Christianity among 
the Jews was formed just at the close of the 
last year at Basle, Switzerland. It owes its 
origin to a fact which deeply impressed the 
minds of some Christian friends here——a fact 
that ought to excite attention wherever known 
—viz. the increasing stir among the Jews, in all 
parts of the world. ‘These Christian friends 
resolved themselves into a Society, and deter- 
mined, first, to open an acquaintance and cor- 
respondence with such Jews as are favorable 
to Christianity, in various parts, and communi- 
cate to them Hebrew and Jewish German 
Tracts. Secondly, to cireulate a monthly Jour- 
nal, under the tithe of * Religious Jewish Cor- 
respondence,” in every quarter where it may be 
desired—to bring the Jews more ratimately ac- 
quainted with each other, and induce the:n to 


jmake known to one another, their spiritual 


State ; the journal will contain the letters of 
convinced and converted Jews. It is also pro- 
posed to establish a school at B. for the eduea- 
tion of Jewish children, and the preparation of 
Jewish Missionaries. 


ee OS ae 
The Methodist Missions in Ceylon are pros- 
perous. Though congregations are small, they 
are increasing. Some individuals give evi- 
dence of a change of heart. Several youths 
have discovered emo that they know in 
whom they have believed. Mr. Clough states 
it as his settled convie ion, that more is to be 
accomplished by personal intercourse with the 
peuple in family visits, than by teaching chil- 
dren to read, and preaching both to them and 
their parents. I[t is by such intercourse, he 
says, that the Roman Catholics carry all be- 
fore them in some districts. 
—— oe os 
Rev Mr. Baker, Methodist Missionary at 
Sierra Leone, writes, under date of November 
1, 1821.—“ We have the greatest outpourin 
of the Spirit, l have ever yet witnessed” te 
has 300 members of his chureh, chiefly from 
among the recaptured negroes, most of whom 
bear the fruits of living Fath. 


“E> $i Clie 
ANECDOTE# VF OR. GILL. 

The learned Dr Gill was once preaching on 
human inability, when a gentleman present was 
much offended, and took him to task for -le- 
grading human nature. “ Sir,” said the docior, 
* how do you think that men ean cvntribute to 
their conversion?” He enumerated a variety of 
particalars.—* And have you done this ?” said 
the doctor. “ Why, Lean’t say I have yet? 
but I hope I shall begin soon.” If you have 
not done them, you deserve most certainly to be 
damned, and are but illy qualitied to ve an ad- 
vocate for free will, which has done vou so lLit- 
tle good.” , 
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